Itinerary

Monday - Istanbul Arrive in Istanbul. Meeting, assistance and transfer to your hotel. Remainder of day at leisure. Overnight in Istanbul.
Tuesday - Istanbul Today, morning drive to Sariyer, a typical fishermen’s village on the Black Sea side of the Bosphorus. Enjoy a boat cruise on the Bosphorus, cruising along the European and Asian shores; see the harmony of Ottoman and modern architecture and the highlights of Istanbul. Return to Istanbul. Afternoon at leisure. (B) 
Wednesday - Istanbul After breakfast ,depart from your hotel for a full day tour of Istanbul. Starting in the 15th century Topkapi Palace was the residence of Ottoman sultans for more than 400 years. With the foundation of the modern Turkish Republic the palace was converted into a museum where today one can find different exhibits in separate sections of the palace complex. See the rich collection of porcelain in the former kitchens, the Armory, the treasury with the famous “spoonmakers diamond”, the Divan - meeting place of the council, and the section of the “Holy Relics”. After lunch, continue to the Hippodrome where chariot races and wild animal shows took place in roman times, to the Blue Mosque - built for Sultan Ahmet I - famous for its elegant six minarettes and blue tiles, and St Sophia - the church of the “divine wisdom”, built during the peak of the Byzantine period with the order of emperor Justinian I. Today the church is one of the most important museums of Istanbul, with its impressive dome and unique interior decoration. On to the Undergound “Basilica” Cistern - the main water reservoir during the Byzantine period, and finally continue to the Grand Bazaar - the shopping spree of Istanbul - enjoy! In the late afternoon you will be driven back to your hotel. Overnight in Istanbul. (B.L.)
Thursday - Istanbul Day at leisure to enjoy this fascinating city on your own. (B) 
Friday - Istanbul - Ankara - Cappadocia Morning transfer to Istanbul airport for your flight to Ankara. Upon arrival you will be met and driven to the city for your half day of sightseeing including the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, also known as the “Hittite Museum”, introducing you to more than 10 000 years of history of Anatolia, from prehistoric times to the Hellenistic period and the Mausoleum of Ataturk, dedicated to the founder of modern Turkey. Then drive via Salt Lake, the main source for salt production in Turkey, to the famed “land of fairy chimneys”. En route you will stop at a typical caravanserai called Agzikarahan dating from the 13th century. After lunch, continue to Cappadoica. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia. (B.L.D.)
Saturday - Cappadocia Today, visit Uchisar - a single rock formation shaped by wind and rain, formerly used as a castle for defense purposes, the Underground City of Kaymakli or Derinkuyu, where early Christians used to hide during difficult times of persecution, Goreme Valley - with its famous rock churches dating back to as early as the 12th century and decorated with frescoes depicting scenes from the Old and the New Testament. After lunch, on to the village of Avanos at the banks of the Red River “Kizilirmak”, the center of handmade pottery made from clay obtained from the river next to the village. Return to your hotel in Cappadocia for dinner and overnight (B.L.D) 
Sunday - Cappadocia – Kusadasi In the morning tour Zelve Valley where one can find real “fairy chimneys. Continue to the picturesque villages of Cavusin and Avcilar. After lunch, transfer to the airport of Ankara for the fligh to Izmir. Drive to Kusadasi for dinner and overnight. (B.L.D.)
Monday - Kusadasi - Ephesus - Kusadasi After breakfast, visit Ephesus, one of the most Important archaeological sites in Turkey. Begin your tour at the administrative section of the city and see the (state) Agora, Odeon and Basilica. On to the main “Curetes” street, you will pass the Monument of Memmius, Trajans fountain and the Temple of Hadrian. After the baths and the latrines you will arrive at the famous Library of Celsus. Finally you will walk on the Marble Road passing the (commercial) Agora to the Great Theater of the city. Continue to the Church of St John, dedicated to St John the Evangelist, and the House of Virgin Mary, where she is believed to have spent her last years. This Today’s lunch is in the charming village of Selcuk. The name ‘Selcuk’ comes from the Turkish tribes settled in the region by the 12th century. There are many good buys in the charming boutiques and colorful bazaars situated in the picturesque narrow, winding streets of the town. Dinner and overnight in Kusadasi. (B.L.D.)
Tuesday - En Route Transfer to the IZMIR airport for your departure flight to Istanbul to connect with your flight to the USA . (B)
Note: Departure flights from Istanbul should be after 12 noon, otherwise an extra night in Istanbul is required. 
Izmir (ADB) to Istanbul Flight is NOT included. (B) Breakfast (L) Lunch (D) Dinner 


